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What is an ALURE?
An ALURE is an Authentic Large-scale Undergraduate 
Research Experience. An ALURE offers the opportunity 
for large numbers of students to engage in an authentic 
research project within the curriculum. Authenticity is central 
to the ALURE experience and is achieved by providing 
students with the opportunity to think and act as they would 
in the real world, perhaps through designing their own 
research questions, contributing to a larger research project, 
or producing assessment items of an authentic nature. The 
research question itself underpins the ALURE. In an ALURE 
students are often working in groups. They work on a real 
project with an unknown answer.
How to use this checklist?
In total there are four Implementers Checklists designed to 
assist you to design, implement and evaluate an effective 
ALURE for your students, in your context. The checklists 
are structured around four elements key to a successful and 
sustainable ALURE: 
• Design and Logistics: how to design an ALURE and 
some logistics to consider.
• Motivation and Value: why you want to run an ALURE 
and possible advantages. 
• Student Support: how best to support your students to 
succeed with their ALURE
• Evaluation: why you should evaluate and some tools to 
consider.
Each checklist is an active and engaging document, 
designed to prompt you to think, reflect, write and plan. 
The checklists have been developed following interviews 
with successful ALURE implementers and are an evidence-
based outcome of an Office of Learning and Teaching (OLT) 
research project.
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• What research question will my students investigate?
• What makes this ALURE authentic?
• What do I want students to learn? How will I assess them?
• What equipment, training & resources might I need?
• Why am I implementing this ALURE?
• What outcomes will I get and what challenges will I face?
• Why would my colleagues be interested in this ALURE?
• What challenges might my colleagues encounter?
• How will I recruit students to ALURE and who do I want to recruit?
• What are the learning objectives for these students? Is the ALURE activity appropriate?
• What support is needed for students as they experience additional cognitive load and 
responsibility during the ALURE?
• How will I source, train, and support appropriate teaching assistants for the ALURE?
• Who are the stakeholders who will want to know about this ALURE?
• For what purpose will they use the data?
• What data will they need?
• How will I collect and analyse it?
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The following “Implementers Checklists” are available:
Who are the stakeholders who will want to know about this ALURE?
These may be:
• students, current, future or past students,
• organisations or people who have given you money or resources,
• your department or university might want to know about effects of ALURE
You and your collaborators might want to get information to help with promotions. 
awards, getting further funds
Trying to evaluate for all of these stakeholders at once is time consuming. So you 
should consider carefully what data you need and for whom and how they can use it.
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Go back to past cohorts and 
give them a survey asking: 
“How have you used this 
experience? Do you cite it in 
applications? How else have 
you used it?”
How to use this worksheet
Evaluation Tools
Additional references to assist you with evaluation:
• The ALURE project team has adapted a number of survey instruments 
(URSSA, CURE) for use in evaluating ALUREs; this can be provided to 
ALURE implementers for their own contexts.
• CUREnet (http://www.curenet.franklin.uga.edu) is in the process of 
establishing and validating further evaluation instruments for undergraduate 
research experiences.
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